


What does CASA stand for?

Court
Appointed
Special
Advocate

Established in Oklahoma State Statue under §10A-1-1-105

14. "Court-appointed special advocate" or "CASA" means a responsible adult volunteer who has been trained and is supervised by a court-appointed
special advocate program recognized by the court, and when appointed by the court, serves as an officer of the court in the capacity as a guardian ad litem;
15. "Court-appointed special advocate program" means an organized program, administered by either an independent, not-for-profit corporation, a
dependent project of an independent, not-for-profit corporation or a unit of local government, which recruits, screens, trains, assigns, supervises and
supports volunteers to be available for appointment by the court as guardians ad litem;



Everyone is a
mandated reporter if
abuse or neglect is
suspected. This
referral initiates the
court process. The
hotline number is
1-800-522-3511.

Child Welfare Case

)|

Investigation

Children not taken
into custody

Case closure

A CASA volunteer is most commonly
| appointed during one of these phases

Children taken into
custody

Judge determines
whether or not the
children should
remain in custody
based on evidence at
the Show Cause
hearing

Final review, case
dismissed

Review of adoption.
If no adoption
placement is
available or if child
does not want to be
adopted, DHS will
begin to prepare the
child to age out of
the system.

If no progress is
made, eventually the
court would move
toward termination
of parental rights.
The parent(s) have
the right to a trial by

jury.

Review Hearing

Judge reviews how
the children are doing
and the progress of
the parent(s) in the
services (this recurs
throughout the life of
the case). Most cases
will have multiple
review hearings to
assess progress.

K|

Adjudication/
Disposition

Parents stipulate to
the petition, which
means they agree to
the allegations, and
their service planis
adopted by the court

*This example follows the average case. Cases can, and do, vary.

If parental rights are
not terminated




CASA’s Role In The Child Welfare Case

= Officers of the Court

= Visits Child(ren) and builds a relationship with them

= Gathering Information - “Eyes and Ears of the Judge”

= Advocating for the child’s best interest in and out of the court room
= Attends all hearings and provides reports to the Court

= Attends important meetings

= Makes recommendations directly to the Judge on what is on the best interest of
the Child

= Works closely with DHS, Biological Families, Foster/Adoptive Families, Attorneys,
Educators, Therapists, Tribal Representatives, another involved parties



Who Are CASAs?

* CASAs are community volunteers who have been screened and
trained by the CASA Program and Sworn in by the Judge.

e CASAs are diverse in age (over 21), race, income, careers, strengths,
and background.

* CASAs are Child Advocates with no other goal than to ensure that the
best interest of the child is at the forefront of every conversation and
decision.




A CASA’s Access

 Title 10a, also referred to as the Children’s code — Outlines the access
and duties of a CASA as well as the requirements of the CASA
program

e Court appointment and verbiage in the Judge’s order — Provides CASA
access to all documents concerning the child(ren) to whom they are
assigned including education, medical, therapeutic, and all court
documents pertaining to the case.



How Are CASAs Vetted and Prepared?

* Prospective CASAs have background checks, screening interview, and
multiple references in order to begin training. If there is any concern that an
applicant is not suited for CASA service for any reason, they are not approved
to begin training.

* Training consists of a 30 hour, Nationally-developed curriculum which is
adapted to local standards and laws. During training, CASAs learn about child
abuse and neglect, trauma, domestic violence, educational advocacy,
poverty, diversity/cultural competence, the child welfare system, etc.

e CASA training is also considered part of the screening process. Only
trainees who successfully complete training and do not display traits that
would make them inappropriate as Child Advocates are sworn in.



Application & Training Timeline

3 to 4 weeks 8 weeks
Application  Background  Training Training
Submitted Check Run Begins Complete
References  Interview Sworn in as an
Checked Conducted Officer of the

Court




A Child Needs You




